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ELg.QR REBATE

p r e s e r v i n g  the integ r i t y  of the ele ct o r a l  p r o c e s s  in state 
elections b y  ens u r i n g  t hat these elect i o n s  are free from 
c o r r uption and the a p p e arance of corruption, an d  that this end 
can only be a c h i e v e d  if r e a s o n a b l e  limits are p l a c e d  on the 
amount of ca m p a i g n  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f rom c e r t a i n  sources, a nd the 
sources of f u n ding and th e  us e  of that f u n d i n g  in campaign s are 
f ully disclosed. T h a t . . . t h o s e  are t he legi s l a t i v e  findings. 
T hat is th e  p r e a m b l e  to th e  act. T he p u r p o s e  of this amendment 
is to enga ge us in a d i s c u s s i o n  as to w h e t h e r  w e  m e a n t  what we 
f ound and w hat w e  said, and w h e t h e r  we w a n t  to continue. Do we 
w ant to f ree ourse l v e s  f rom the ap p e a r a n c e  f r o m  c o r ruption? I
didn ' t  k now w e  h a d  it. Particularly, d o  w e  w a n t  to do it with
unre a l i s t i c  l i m itations u p o n  us? W hy do we h a v e  a comp ell in g 
state interest in re g u l a t i n g  campaigns for th e  L e g i s l a t u r e  but 
no t  for Governor, n ot for Regents, for R e g e n t s  bu t  no t  A ttorney 
General, for P u b l i c  S e rvice C o m m i s s i o n  b u t  no t  the State 
Tr eas ur er?  This amendment w o u l d  elimi n a t e  t h o s e  distinctions. 
If this is w h e r e  w e  w a n t  to be, if this is w h a t  w e  w a n t  to have,
then let's d o  it right. L e t ' s  do n ' t  b e  m a n i p u l a t i n g  b a c k  and
forth to acco m m o d a t e  the o nly f und we ' v e  got to m a t c h  the monies 
out of b e c a u s e  w e  do n ' t  h a v e  th e  c o urage to do the public 
funding t hat w e  say is so n e c e s s a r y  to m a k e  t his p r ocess work. 
The p r o b l e m  is w e  do not h a v e  th e  m o n e y  in th e  fund and it 
d o e sn 't take m u c h  to fi gure out that we w o n ' t  be maki n g  an 
a p p r o p r iation to the fund a n y time soon. The m o r e  we tr y  to fix 
this act the m o r e  of a c o n t r a p t i o n  it becomes. If we're going 
to fix it, t hen we n e e d  to fund it. If not, t h e n  we n e e d  to 
repeal it, or just leave it b r o k e n  w h e r e  it's n o t  rea l l y  having 
any impact. And, as I stated in th e  beginning, repeal and/or 
leaving status quo, broken, are the two ob j e c t i v e s  of m y  purpose 
here. I u r g e  th e  a doption of AM1127 if y o u  w ant to mak e this 
act cover all officeholders. T h a n k  you.

SENATOR DIERKS PRESI D I N G

S E NATOR DIERKS: Th a n k  you, S e n a t o r  Brashear. S e n ator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. P r e s i d e n t  and m e m b e r s  of the Legislature,
I w o u l d  like to ask S e nator B r a s h e a r  a question.

SENATOR DIERKS: Senator Brashear.
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